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endured, and AH was smothered in a bath immediately
after his return to Cordova.
But in this miserable time, the destruction of one
pretender only seemed to multiply parties. Al Kasim,
Ali's brother, was elected by his soldiers; and when
Yah-yah, son of Ali, came over from Africa, one reigned
at Cordova, and the other made war on Abd-el-
Rhamam IV. After about four years, in 1022, Al
Kasim was overthrown and imprisoned for life; and
soon after Abd-el-Rhaman was killed in battle with
Yah-yah. Another Abd-el-Rhaman, of the Ommeyad
dynasty, was elected ; but he was one of the stem,
ascetic, and devout class of Moslems; and his troops,
demoralised by the long civil war, declared that he
was only fit to be sheik of the dervishes in the desert.
They murdered him after he had reigned only forty-
seven days, and set up his cousin, Mahommed. Feeling
that all depended on these soldiers who had become
a perfect Praetorian guard, he pampered and flattered
them to the last degree, and taxed the people heavily
to supply their demands ; but all in vain—he was
poisoned at the end of sixteen months. Yah-yah
soon after perished, and the last of the Ommeyads,
Haschem III., was chosen. He was a timid and
gentle person, much distressed at this perilous eleva-
tion, and tried in vain to win the hearts of his people
by mildness. When a new tumult arose and they
demanded his deposition, he quietly gave thanks to
Allah, laid aside the ensigns of royalty, and left
Cordova. Thus, in 1031, ended that grand dynasty
which had ruled southern Spain for two centuries. As
long as great men succeeded one another it had pros-
pered, but with the first weak sovereign it collapsed

